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SOME 
TALKS 
SPECIAL SEEDS HELP WEEDS TO SPREAD 
R. D. ROYCE, Officer in Charge. Botany Branch 
PERHAPS the most important characteristic of a plant which establishes it as a weed is that it serves no useful purpose under the circumstances in which it occurs. 
Thus the most beautiful of garden plants 
growing in the middle of a pasture paddock 
would be classed as a weed, while the very 
useful and widely cultivated fodder plant 
veld grass is a very serious weed in King's 
Park. 
Weeds vary considerably in seriousness, 
and to a very large extent this is measured 
by the aggressiveness of the species—how 
successfully it can compete with other 
plants, both crop and weed. The more ag-
gressive plants, when viewed on a State-
wide basis and with emphasis on rapidity of 
spread, are those which are capable of set-
ting and distributing large numbers of 
seeds. 
"Parachute" Seeds 
The thistles are outstanding examples 
of this type of plant. It is very seldom that 
any of the fertile flowers produced by the 
many species of thistles fail to set seed. 
This means that each flower head is 
capable of forming up to 30 or 40, perhaps 
even more, viable seeds. In many cases each 
is equipped with a pappus which acts like a 
Parachute and enables the seed to glide 
in the wind for great distances away from 
the original infestation before settling to 
the ground. It is easy to see that these 
species colonise large areas very rapidly if 
nothing is done to prevent the established 
Plants from flowering and seeding. 
Other relatives of the thistles have 
developed modifications which are just as 
effective as is the pappus, in aiding the 
spread of the plants. 
Spiny Burrs 
These are the hard fruiting structures of 
Bathurst burr and Noogoora burr. The 
seeds of these plants are enclosed in firm 
almost woody burrs. From the outer sur-
face of these burrs are developed numerous 
slender spines with sharply hooked apices 
which enable them to adhere very strongly 
to most objects which may come in contact 
with them. Sheep are probably the chief 
agent of distribution but sometimes it is 
cattle or dogs. Even clothes worn by human 
beings are effective in providing these 
plants with what might be termed a "hook 
hold," and the burrs may then be carried 
for long distances. Incidentally, they are 
often found by quarantine officers on 
sheep imported from other States. 
Succulent Berries 
Another effective means of ensuring a 
wide distribution, is that seen in the black-
berry, in which the seed is embedded in a 
succulent berry. The ripe fruit is readily 
eaten by birds and other animals, and the 
hard seeds pass through the body un-
harmed. Thus new infestations may be 
started many miles from the original plant, 
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